
It scares students out of being themselves. It can cause professors to discriminate. It can make parents take away 

financial support.  It can cause you to lose a friend. 

These reasons are why there are JMU Safe Zone stickers. It is a voluntary network of faculty, staff, and students who 

are educated about issues affecting lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and questioning individuals 

(LGBTQIQ) and their allies. The network offers a safe place to talk. 

You can tell who is “Safe” on campus by the symbol members post proudly on their door once they've completed the 

appropriate workshop, which is offered 2-3 times a semester and is supervised by a Madison Equality representative 

as well as faculty Safe Zone coordinators.  It is a short seminar to educate on the specifics of sexual orientation and 

how to be an Ally. The upside-down-rainbow triangle means that the individual is (among other things) “willing to 

discuss issues impacting gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, and intersex people's lives in a nonjudgmental 

manner” as is posted on the JMU Safe Zone Web site. This symbol fosters an atmosphere of acceptance of the LGBT 

community. 

There are currently 124 members of faculty, staff, and students who are registered as being “safe” on the JMU 

campus. The complete list can be found on the Safe Zone Web site. (http://www.jmu.edu/safezone/) 

The club most directly linked with JMU Safe Zone is Madison Equality — a student-run club committed to the 

promotion and acceptance for the LGBT community. 

Melissa Brown, a fifth-year-student who is the educational coordinator of M.E., and student representative of Safe 

Zone, believes the symbol says: “I am a safe person to talk to. You don’t have to worry that I’ll judge you.” 

If you believe in inclusivity as well but do not fit in the LGBTQIQ category, then you are an “A”, also known as an Ally. 

Becoming Safe Zone certified is a great way to show your support as an Ally, especially if you’re an RA or Hall Director 

on campus. It is also possible to get your apartment certified, as well as all residents attend the workshop. 

Students who don’t want to get certified but still want to be supportive can participate in “Gay? Fine by me,” a 

campaign held every spring across the country, including here at JMU. Over the week of GayMU, Madison Equality 

will be handing out free purple and gold T-shirts on the Commons with the slogan “Gay? Fine by me.” On Friday Apr. 

2, all members of the LGBT community and their allies plan to proudly wear their shirts to demonstrate their support 

In preparing for their annual event, GayMU the week of Mar. 29-Apr. 2, the group moved their meeting to the Taylor 

Club House where their members created banners, table tents, and flyers for their upcoming annual week of 

awareness. 

Faith DeGallery, a junior at JMU and is the treasurer of M.E., explained the people who generally utilize the 

professors and RAs that display the sticker are those who may be struggling with their sexual orientation. The people 

who seek that help may not initially come out beyond that, she said. 

“What we tell people is that you might not get people visiting you, but it's all about visibility,” DeGallery said. 

“Normally, people who come out to these events are already comfortable with their sexuality. Safe Zones is for people 

who are less comfortable and need help. It’s a stepping stone.” 

Ricky Buffington, a sophomore English and secondary education major, is the vice-president of Madison Equality and 

is in charge of approving the banners made by the club. He has never felt personally discriminated against by any of 

the professors here for being gay, but he has known those who have. 



Buffington said he knew a girl who was fairly comfortable with her sexual orientation but preferred to keep it private. 

One day in her class her teacher said something she considered to be hurtful. She wanted to address it but didn’t want 

to damage the relationship. Instead, she went to talk to a professor she saw with the Safe Zone sticker next to her 

door, and she helped her with how to deal with the manner professionally. This Safe Zone professor assisted the 

student in being able to right what she felt was a classroom wrong. 

“Safe Zone is multifaceted and open-ended and that’s what makes it awesome,” Buffington said. “It shows that the 

person is sensitive to the needs of LGBT, and each professor can do their own thing with it.” 

One faculty member involved in Safe Zone is Thomas Lavenir, the assistant director of the Center for Multicultural/ 

International Student Services. 

“My involvement with Safe Zone, as well as the other Safe Zone coordinators and Safe Zone members, is solely on a 

volunteer basis,” Lavenir said in an e-mail. “LGBTIQ issues do not simply apply and matter to one department over 

the other. They apply to everyone!” 

Bethany Bryson (’91) is the associate professor of Sociology and the main coordinator for JMU Safe Zone. When she 

attended as an undergraduate, she was the president of M.E, formally known as Harmony. She believes the most 

difficult part for students about being openly gay on campus is “It opens them up for harassment. Sometimes there is 

a conflict between not being “out” at home and being “out” on campus.” 

At the meeting, Madison Equality continued to work on banners, all the while adhering to Buffington’s pertinent 

advice: “Be sure to use a ruler if you have to, because rulers are straight…and we’re not.” 

 


